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同年齢間における相互作用のきっかけに働く幼児のオノマトペ 

― 3・4・5 歳児を対象とした横断的検討― 

秋 國   郁*  岩 田 美 保** 

Roles of Young Children’s Onomatopoeias in Initiating Interactions among Children of the Same Age: 

A Cross-Sectional Study of 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds 

Iku AKIKUNI  Miho IWATA 

The purpose of this study is to clarify the functions of onomatopoeias uttered by young children from the 

viewpoint of initiation of interactions among young children of the same age. The cases analyzed in this 

study were obtained through approximately one year of observations in a kindergarten. In examining the 

functions of those onomatopoeias uttered by young children, we noted the types of onomatopoeias, the 

situations of the speaker child and those of the children around, and the children’s actions and reactions. 

The results show that onomatopoeias uttered by young children, whether they are communicative or 

noncommunicative, obtain some responses from other children around, and that the receiving young 

children are in most cases either doing nothing or playing alone. Furthermore, it was shown that 

children’s onomatopoeias initiate interactions among children through such phenomena as “contagion”,

“notice of other children”, “imitation”, and “acceptance”. On the other hand, the study revealed that there 

were differences depending on age in the types of onomatopoeias, the phenomena that onomatopoeias 

induce, and the forms of interactions among young children that those onomatopoeias bring about. 

 

Key words: onomatopoeias, initiation of interactions, among same age young children, 3-, 4-, and 5- year-

olds, cross-sectional study 

  



保育者の性別構成が公営保育施設の行事へ参加する親の意思に与える効果 

―個人面談と保育者体験を事例とする質問紙実験による検証― 

山 中 拓 真* 

Effects of Gender Composition of Early Childhood Practitioners on Parental Willingness to Participate 

in Municipal Child Care Center events: A Survey Experiment Using Cases of the Parent-Early 

Childhood Practitioner Conference and the Early Childhood Practitioner Workshop 

Takuma YAMANAKA 

The present study aimed to explore whether gender composition of Ealy Childhood Practitioners (ECP) 

predicts parental willingness to participate in municipal child care center events. I used parent-ECP 

conferences and ECP workshops as examples of the events. A survey experiment was conducted in which 

gender of the director and the classroom ECPs was randomly manipulated. The participants were parents 

who have at least one child in municipal child care center. I set up my hypotheses by referencing research 

on male ECPs that the presence of male ECPs promote paternal involvement in childcare. Ordinal logistic 

regression analysis showed that fathers have increased intension to participate in each event when the 

proportion of men in classroom ECPs increased and when the director changed from a woman to a man. 

On the other hand, the author found that maternal willingness for the events was not responsive to the 

gender of the director and the classroom ECPs. Moreover, these relationships remained largely 

unchanged after accounting for control variables. This study furthers research on male ECPs by providing 

experimental evidence suggesting that gender similarity between ECPs and fathers leads to paternal 

willingness to participate in child care center events. 

 

Key words: gender, parental involvement, similarity attraction, survey experiment 

  



録音・再生機能をもつ玩具との関わりにみる 1 歳前後の児の声の探索的表現 

―音楽的営為の初期形成に着目して― 

仲 条 幸 一* 

Exploratory Vocal Expressions of a One-Year-Old Child with a Recording and Playback Toy: 

Toward the Early Formation of Musical Activity 

Koichi NAKAJO 

This study examined how a child around one year of age explored sound by varying the child’s own voice 

while interacting with a toy that records and plays back audio. A qualitative analysis was conducted on 

longitudinal video recordings collected over approximately one year, together with an interview with the 

child’s parent. 

The results indicated that the child listened to the replay of the child’s recorded voice and subsequently 

attempted new vocalizations with altered pitch and duration, exhibiting a recurrent cycle of listening and 

production. The results also indicated that the recording–playback function operated as a technological 

mediator that promoted active engagement with sound. Taken together, these findings suggest that, even 

in the absence of direct interpersonal scaffolding, a child around one year of age can display the early 

formation of musical activity through vocal expression, thereby offering a new perspective on the 

development of musicality. 

 

Key words: recording, playback, musicality, vocal expression, ICT 

  



乳児同士のいざこざ場面における自己主張方略の発達的特徴 

―保育者の記録をもとに― 

倉 盛 美穂子* 

Developmental Characteristics of Self-Assertion Strategies in Infants’ Conflict Situations: 

An Analysis Based on Childcare Practitioners’ Records 

Mihoko KURAMORI 

This study examined the developmental changes in self-assertion strategies during conflict situations in 

infant classes and their relationship with language ability and social skills. The analysis was based on 

records provided by childcare practitioners. Results indicated that, in both the early and late phases of the 

1-year-old class, physical nonverbal self-assertion strategies were predominantly used by both 

participants. In the early phase of the 2-year-old class, the child who acted later more frequently employed 

physical nonverbal strategies, whereas the child who acted first showed no significant difference in the use 

of physical nonverbal and verbal strategies. In the late phase of the 2-year-old class, both strategies were 

used with no significant difference in frequency. Furthermore, associations with language ability and 

social skills varied by age, with particularly distinctive patterns observed in the early phase of the 1-year-

old class and the late phase of the 2-year-old class. These findings suggest that self-assertion strategies 

evolve with development and are influenced by the progression of language and social skills. 

 

Key words: infant, conflict situation, physical nonverbal self-assertion strategies, verbal self-assertion 

strategies, development 

  



保育者と保護者のパートナーシップを具体化する試み 

―保育者の自己評価尺度の開発を通して― 

木 田 千 晶* 

Actualizing Partnerships between Early Childhood Education Professionals and Parents: 

Through the Development of a Self-Assessment Scale for ECE Professionals 

Chiaki KIDA 

This study was intended to actualize partnerships between ECE professionals and parents of children 

through the development of a Self-Assessment Scale for ECE professionals. This study focused on ECE 

professionals’ and parents’ understanding children. First, this study created candidate scale items through 

two procedures. The first procedure was based on the results of a survey of ECE professionals’ and 

parents’ understanding of children. The second procedure was based on existing scales for partnership. As 

a result of the component analysis, a rating scale consisting of 34 questions in five factors was developed: 

“professional communication of understanding children and childcare intentions, ” “shared understanding 

children and dialogue,” “sense of usefulness as a ECE professional supporting parents, ” “written 

communication of childcare content,” and “empathic connection with parents that ECE professionals’ 

desire. The assessment was evaluated for reliability and validity. Finally, ECE professionals were divided 

into three groups based on their years of experience, to investigate correlations between years of 

experience and the above five factors. To build a partnership between both parties that is grounded in an 

understanding of children, it is considered important for ECE professionals to share their viewpoints with 

parents and to demonstrate their willingness to be understood by parents. 

 

Key words: partnership, self-assessment scale, development of an evaluation scale, ECE professionals and 

parents 

  



幼保小連携・接続の段階別の取り組み内容の検討 

―園長・校長の認識から― 

一 前 春 子*  秋 田 喜代美**  天 野 美和子*** 

Content of Initiatives for Each Stage of Collaboration and Connection between ECEC Settings 

and Elementary Schools: Perspectives from Directors and Principals 

Haruko ICHIZEN  Kiyomi AKITA  Miwako AMANO 

The purpose of this study was to analyze the current state of collaboration and connection between ECEC 

settings and elementary schools from the perspectives of preschool directors and elementary school 

principals, including challenges, strategies, and their understanding of education during the transition 

from the ECEC to elementary school setting. A questionnaire was completed by 81 preschool directors 

and 54 elementary school principals from four municipalities, none of which are models for the bridge 

program between these levels of schooling. We found that the key initiatives in these preschools and 

elementary schools include positioning in the annual plan, the creation and use of curricula, and the 

implementation of meetings for directors and principals. Additionally, directors and principals have 

progressed in their implementation of initiatives using indicators such as the “10 traits” and “traits to 

develop by the end of early childhood” to capture children’s development. They can also communicate 

their understanding of the children in terms that are understandable to people from different cultures. 

 

Key words: collaboration and connection between ECEC and elementary schools, elementary school 

principals, preschool directors, transition 
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